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This littl volume h s been compiled from original so re teri l 

in the \:~riters own li br"rY t v rioua tices, nd is the only 

ccur te inform tion on the subj ct in print tod y, not single 

ord h s been conied or r h ahed from anythin in print in ny of 

th libr ies of the paot or pr oent . 



THE SITE 4 

•••••• '* $111' 

The site on hich th old French ket st nds tod y b s a 

very interesting history. in f ct its history goes b ck to th 

y r 1675 ich anted ted the erection of m ket t this 

p tioul r sit by 95 ye rs, it pp ars on sever 1 e rly m ps 

in 1675 d si n t d th n the river end of th (~ort ) or 

port 0 d, d s inh bited by th Oum s indi s ho h d 

v.r 1 no p nts long th river from the Port ge Road up to 

bo t ile bov , or bout Juli Street of tod y, 
th 

occ~s ion lly f w C n di bunt rs nd tr d rs c e do 

loxi, her 
ississi i Riv r (River St .Louis) on their y to 

t this p rtioul r settlement they purch sed fr sh supplies , nd 

s cured g ides to t k them to th ir desti~ tion, their route 

ov r the Port 
Ro d (B you-Ro d of tod y) hich s v d them 

d tir o 
journey down the indin riv r to its mouth, 

the lon 
not to m ntion th ti e s v d, nd t e f ot th t they voided 

the ulf ato s . Th river nd of the Port e Ro d h d be n noted 

by Bi nvill 

it 

d Ib rville in 1700 nd h d be n tr vers d by 

of the offic rs under Bi nvill t different times, 

on those to hon this site s 11 no n er .De R monvill , 

deville, Bern rd 
J B rb 

~rp 
up the 

on d P illoux, L C'.!eur , P nio nt , 

nd others . 
ny of the offic rs under Bienville h d gon 

riv r f scan on offici 1 buain ss nd returned, 

to he this rout • 

a nl rg d 
Lt r on t r th to n s 1 id out this Port 3e Ro d 

nd b c 
th nost import nt ro d le di g in and o t of Ne Orl ne, 

du to th f ct th t m y v ss ls t t could not or ould not ventur 

up the is issipp iv r to th to , c in by Bayou S int John 



fro th Gulf of xico vi -L rgn~ and Lak Pontch tr in. 

Th ir merch nd1s s h uled to nd from the town in c rts dr wn 

by mules nd oxen, t bout h lfw y bet een the town and Bayou 

S int .John there i7 s n enc mpment of Tchouchouma Indi ns her 

they h d sm 11 tr ding post , t a point th t i no kno n to us 

to y s B you Ro d nd Bro d Streets, this continu d to and 

indi tr di post durinn the Sp nish domin tion nd ri ht on 

thro gh to the e rly eric a ys, n is reme bered by som ot 

th o d r 1nh bitants of this seotion of Ne Orle n , s am tt r 

or f ct the indi s con inued to b ve their open ir kt hr 

up to the beginnin of th nin teenth century. Th L Breton 
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rket is st in pproxi tely on this site, and for that re son 

it is r ferr d to tod y s the Indi n r ~ et. Th indi ns to 

found t this tr ding poot in the early d ys of th colony re 

of the Tohouchoiim trib • round 1760 th y drift d up th country 

d b Q me the lli n of the Ou s, this tr din post . G 1 tr 

1nh bit d by the Chiti ch s tribe h t h d s ver l enc p ents 

lon th shor s or Lak Pontchtlrtr in d r lao no p d 

on the lo r sid ot B you S int Jo • 

In the rly ric d ys the r s v r 1 tri s to b 

found h r includin indi s from B you L co b 11 s 

indi s from s verel tri s the r n ts or hich still exist d 

in ississippi, so e of the 0 ri ht to the en oh r et 

itb th ir h rbs nd root G 11 s b Slt try d be d ork d 

diBPOS d of th ir er oh dis , th y \ere to be found in th 

B z r et d lso ·n the V t bl r t nd r re e b red 

by ny Of t e older e r ch nts d inh bit nts, s they er still 

to b s up until 1910. 



IRS 
•••••• 

Th f1rot rltet to b erected on th sit oocupi d by the 

m rk ts of tod y a order d pl ced h re in 1770 by Gen r 1 

Alex nd r Oreilly due to the f ct th t th R copil tion of the 

1 s of th Indi s (R copil oion d 1 s 1 yes d l s ind1 ) 

which s t l w in 11 the Sp ish coloni s, required t h t in 

11 to ns or cities s i tu ted n a ody of w ter the ket 

house m at be pl oe bet n the t ers edg d the first ro -
of hou es. Th t is th ns er to the question th t our pr sent 

d y his or i s ve not b en ble to et fro any sourc kno n 

to th m, 1th u ,h thous n o h v onder d hy th m rket B 

loc ted so clos to the riv r, 1th t he ever present d n er ot 

top pl in in o th ter . 

Th first ~ r et to be r cted on this s i t s r ther sm 11 

nd incons ioi us structure b ilt entirely or cypress 1 b r 

produo d ri ht h r e in l Ori na t th h d oper ted s 111 

of Lor nzo Si r· , n phe of the Count d Si is. ho 

h d rri d in Louisi in 1752 n st blished th first 

1 r s ill n r th to • Th littl ket s forty t 1! 

in idtb 1th ov r 1 len th of eighty f t, ·t h d h lf 

pitc root nd rese bl d so e of the bo t s ds th t r in 

cJos proximity, xo pt in siz • This .rt t s int nd d tor 

fish, e t. nd poultry; whil ve et bl s d o her roduc 

er sold on th lev • Th p ddlers n ret il meroh ts p id 

$1 . 00 per onth for th rivil of doin busin ss on the 1 ve • 

Th ir r s re displ y d on ov ble t bl o nd b nch s 1th 

c nopy to s h d t h em froc th • 
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.•. 



This first i·ttl m r e h d be n rect d Ro r Jon s ho 

h d come to Me ~rl 

and Oliver Pollock. 

ith his roth r • Jone 

The report of the roy 1 tr surer sho\S th t tro 1770 to th 

ye of 1780 this m ket u le s d to rice 

for th ntir m ket wa 365 pesos er doll rs 

turn rented out sp c to v i individu ls . 

rket rents er inc re sed t 4 0 p sos r 

no r cord s ms to h ve n pt B to hom t 

c , the r nt 

r y r, he in 

om l 81 to 1790 

doll s per y r , 

less e s d ri 

this l t er period . The r·et br ought in other revenu s sides 

the r nts I!1 y co oditi s r t xed durin thos d ys d 

everyon in th rk t p id licens • 

7 
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SWO D ARKET ·-····· ...... 
Th 

cond m rltet to be er cted on this site 
s so h t 

1 r r in on hundred feet in length d forty fee in 

idth. It s divid d thro out it ntire l n th 1th 

p rtition. Th riv r sid 
US d G CO odity ho s 

d sm 11 n r roo s th t er rent d 
nd s di ided into l r 

to th hol s l nd ret 11 m re nt y th month. Th contr ct 
tioned off t t 

for . th construction of this m r et 
s 

gov r ent hous to the lo t bidder , th fir t id 

3,000 . 00 th n ~t lo st bid s 2,aso.00 , th n xt d 

.oo tb con r ct s dJUdiC t d to ugust 

fin 1 id s 2 ,8 

tt sted by Pearo ·'ed ocl ux d Fr noiaoo P sc liS 

cc rty, d 

d is d t d 0 0 r 4.th 17 • ThiS m rk t s for 

d l brr 

e t, fish, poultry, nd g n r 1 erch ndise , 

in us until 1795 . 

d continu d 

to th 
ire th t occ r d in 1795 th t d stroy d 

1 rge 

portion of the to 11 , th on th y s not suffici 

to fr y th c st of t e li htin ayst , th refor , (Louis 

e C ronde et ch g the h • 

nt 

Hector) Bron 
t ( the riv r aid ) s d into 

Th oom dity sid 0 the r 

the uniciP sl ughter house nd t x s pl c d on b ef, 

v 1 d utton, s ll n t of 4 reales an each and every 

b rr 1 Of: riour sed by the b kers d biscuit lters, this 

s continue into th "rly erio n ys t Th b kers d 

to m 
flour used, nd {hen nd ther p id the t x. This m rk t 

rn st terient very 30 d ys a to th ario,mt of 

continu d ·n use until th 1 tter p t of 1812 . 



9 

th 19th d OOth or A st h i t th to d 

d ny of th l r hou nti 

roofs er ri'Pp d off c rri d y y t in • Th eto 

1 st d tm d ong th ir t build in to ntir ly 

oli ed r et h u • hi 1 ft th t ho 

ket 1 • he city council llo t to u 

the 1 d s until th y ould ild or 

h • th 11 rch t h d 

on th l v d to th t r t 

no t 11. So r t k n c loo tlon 

L v Str to b 1 0 rv th r r 

Th on y Chri ho in don in th lie QU 

hiob res bl d th r t pl c ot Sp i h or Xie 0 , 
to th m y Sp i rd this not no lty. Th in 

1 0 t t for bout y r . 



10 

T thir 0 0 oupy hi 1 r e ; 

(L Bo ) th co tr ct or it cons tr ct ion 

ro t ci y co cil 28 h, 181". 1 

f o co p y b ' 181 • oontr ct 

io o Giro yor on h lt ot h city or 

l G l 0 
' 

0 

t • ci c 

th ri i n h 0 ion o p 

u r 0 tor tool t r 1 th ti 

ti on. h pu l n h 

t , ho r 1th r tiv 

c ot h f o r or s r 

h pl ot fl t t bout thr 

th lin , ioh 1 th 1 0 our 

y. ontr 0 11 or 30 t t 

ot 7 t 0 r 11 ( no ) 

1 1 n 9 

• 
10 i h in n 

1 n b f t • 1 r d of th 

1 t 11 .,.. . r h b in 17 t in _, 

th i ch s in n r 

t 11 th re ' 
t t 9 

• or in 1 pl di n c 11 or v r h 

i 1 • th r dd d in 1 t r y r ; t i ht tro the 

ro th s 15 f inch s; th 1 ht fr o th 
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oun 0 t to Of h 8 t in • 
' 

r 2 r t c h co r 

col hi ch r 8 i h q r • t p d 1 h 

ri in n r 1 us in tho e d ton • 

b v r Cho in bloct r d of 0 od, th t lls 

nd t nd r 0 c r r' t fr d 

h 0 t root hie re t i s 

d ri dr nl n y f v y t nc • 

0 t d in 19 5 oh 

pr d 1 c in t 1 d c r nclo 

c th t 

0 e 1th; ho h t t 

doo . y , h re do bl er n d or t t 

in roh a 1th r nd b do bl t 

0 on or th r n into v 1 0 

in h ot 

or Pro r i i tr ti n ir ro 

r p iri d r no in 

d v it of' th 

r r et, xt ndin do tr t . 

t cl fish e ion ot th r no r n root 

in th ol t nit oup, u rr d 0 th 

Fr n t . h 0 1 'DOr in thi r t 1 th 

d 1tio or round n 

on y in h lo r r t lmo h hol t , 

ho r , th int rior h n od rni d d in lu P to 

d t s it ry di pl y c • In ct , t t th t on y c • 



h first t 

GsT BL 
$ • 
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11 tl . r t t n old L .-.>tr t ·1d t P blio R d 

it 87 f n old JJ Str ; 90 r et on th 

0 d ( 

Phili Str 

S r t o o y) 2 ! t inch on 

t t inch t its lo r nd hich 

f c d th front o t 

dr n by Jo h 11 , 

11th 182 Th' littl 

out d contin d n 

or a.Pl nd p cif'i 

th n ci y n n 
' d 

t s con tr ot of cyp 

t 1830 h n t s cond 

io ',:' 

d y 

hrou 

c on 

or th ol co pl t d. I 
~ 

'/\ 
ol Sb d d 

r constr ct ot to corr 1th th t o ction of 

th hol s 1 k t. J. s r d in t 0 

s ctio s 0 B C • t>l in 18 nd 

ction in 83 • :he to 1 le~ th or h• t 0 322 

f t on P blic o d; he o old L 

ric r on r lin 

t S nt Ph111 Str h d 

35 d r l t op r • I 

v ry lo u th 

tr ction s i d y 

5 

c l 

Str t. 

, h a 

t 

h 0 

!d h 

t of 

f 0 -

th 

ol ot h t in th 0 0 to y s h 

Fr noh r t. Th roof of thi rr pp or 

ro of ro 

sixty-thr 

th b 

Th col n 

in 

d t 

brick columns t nty-on in ch o 

1, ch col b i 2 1 h in 

r to 8 inch a t th to of 1 

12 re in h i t ro th p 

thr 

tot ot 

t 

o c lin • 

to top 

or l t • It h o -third pitch root hioh join d up ith 
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th 11 rk t lon i d of i lso •1 t h r t 

y of ri of kyli ht n d v ntil tor d in 

1 t r • hi r k t nd t l ler I t l y i p 1 11 

1th D c tur Str t h v b n r con tr t r nov t d by t 
or Pro r A ini tr tio d rin t p t y • littl 

oh th t d con 1 t d in r 1 in h pl t Y rn in 

h6 c.~ lit 1 lon r, th r by ivin or h d roo 
' .. 

d v ntil t on ich 1 i prov n lon n d d. 



* * • 

The first ret 11 fruit m r et to be er cted here d tea b ok to 

1840 1 it s loo t d on old Lev Street running up from S int 

hilip Stre t to arda aine Str et. it s 160 re t in length 

d e sur d 49 feet t s int Philip Stre t and only ei t t et 

t the pp r end to ds Dnm ine Street . Th m in root 

su port.d fourt n c st iron fluted columns, ight inches 

in 1 et er 1 sixteen f et in height, h vin sid w l nd 

a shed support d by six inch tlut d c st iron columns on e ch 

of its thr e side•. This m ket lthough intended for fruit 
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only, s sed by y ot the de lera in liYe d d~aaed poultry 

d continued in s up til the 1 tter p rt ot 1931 h n the 

e rk.t as reoted; just below the t n fi h s ctinna 

by th ~or s Pro ess Ad inis"'r ti on. 



THE FISH ~.ARKET lf5. 
***~************* 

The first fish market was erected in 1840 and was for sea 

food only. However, it became overcrowded and when the new market 

was erected by Cummin s and Holden at Ursuline and Old Levee Streets, 

and origin ,ly intended for a vegetable market, was given over to the 

fish dealers, to relieve the con estion. This change occurred in 

1850. From that period on the little fish mark t was transformed 

into a Bazaar; in fact it became known as the Bazaar Market, and 

from that time on it was occupied by numerous dealers in drygoods, 

notions, etc., as well as a number of novelty dealers - in fact it 

resembled a mid-way Dla·sanc o~ a fair or c~rnival. There you could 

find :veral groups of Indians of various tribes who ~ 
cam"• to Vin 

dressed in their 6rude tribal costumes to sell their wares which 

consisted of herbs, roots as well as Indian bead ork and baskets. 

They also sold Indian handmade pottery and did very well. In ad-

dition in this market, and between it and the meat mark~t you could 

always find a few travelling dentists and m dicine men sell1n their 

herb componnd and what h v you. 

~me of them put on a very oood come-on v~udeville Act or per

formed a few card tricks to get the crowd interested. There was keen 

comnetition in order to see who could draw th 1 rgest crowd. This 

section between the two mar ~ ts w s used by many of the flower venders 

and it w s with difficulty you m~de your way through the crowds. 

The first Bazaar market was a very heavy buildin , well con-

structed of pine and cypress lumber with a sl te roof and it was in 

use up to 1862,when nPWS reached the City that Admir3l F rra~ut h d 

passed the forts (F rts J ckson and St. Philip) and was on 



his y up th riv r , t t k poss ssion of the city. Th 

rket s d stroy d by th fl es th t conet1 e unt ld 

qu ntities of merch ndise 11 lon th 1 v ! r houses er 

mptied nd th contents r eith r thrown nto the riv r
1

or 

a tur tod "th oil nd btrn d to keep the from f llin i nt o th 

h s of t he y n ee 1 The loss r into millions. e site s 

c e red in th e r 

hen the n B z r 

J rt of 18 3 d re ined v c t until 1870, 

s r ct d. 

Th n B z r rk t s 100 f et in 1 n th nd 60 r t in 

idth. h r oof s su port d by c st iron flit d col s, d 

s nclosed 1th ron rill from t h p v m nt to the 

nd 1 th~ y round , it lso d iron «1"111 B t s th t r 

closed t ni ht by the tch en. It h d h lf pitch 1 t r oof' 

strmount by thr e oct on h p d belve r s ·th louv1' bl.nd 

h lt rn tin • Th tops of t e b lv d r r 
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cov r d h copp r, d one of them cont ined 11 th t a u.se a. 
by the co rni ry of t nrk s to nnounc th closin o r. 

his r t s stroy d by t l st or th t did so uch d e 

to th city of .1. vrle n d icinity, occur on 

s te b r s l t r occu • d .rude sh d5 

th t re lS olish d t o r for t e 

n e + ble m rl t th t 0 co pl t d in t rl rt Of 

1938. Thio n ~ rk t lso OCCUPi S th oit or t ( d Stor ~ 
ee ch t r on rine .. •otel. (ll vy Hot 1) 



THE OF 1850 
•••• •• * 

The fish m"rket s erected by Cu in s & Hold n pon the 1 te 

of the first t rworks system hen the old p hou e s 

dismantled . It . s very sub3t ntial structure h vin double 

or t in root supported by 4 toot c st iron oolu s 16 inches 

s skyli ts th t .. 
joined up 1th the whole ' e rket nd the sm 11 r m r i·et just 

bove 1? nd 

fish m rket, 

used ri ht on throu from 1850 to 19 37 

lthou it bad ori in lly b en int nd d ror 

s 

veget ble m rt t, this rket s discontin d in Sept ber 

193'7 en the fish oect1on of ~ h ne ly r construe ed d 

r nov t d combination fish nd me t r t co 1 t d by 

the orka Pro ess dministr ti • The old fish m r et h 

been entir ly de olished nd t present th site is 1 vel 

1th th ~tr et. It is t present bein used s p r in ot . 

--------------------------------------------------------------
OTE: 

The p p house of the old t r rks yste mention d bo 8 

not used to supply t r to the inh bit t the city tt r 

1833 , but B r ly used s s nit ry p p, d th water 

us d to flush the gutters runnina fr tbl river b ck to the 

woods . Som of th se sanitary pu ps long the riv r rron\ ere 

in use up until 1906 m the pr s nt subsurr ce dr~nap systea . 
• pu\ into oper tion. I 

17 



HISTORIC SURROU DI GS . ....... •••• ••• 
Th Fr nch r et is urroun d on 11 sides by outst ndi 

1 nd rks. on th lo r nd of th hol s 1 Veg t bl ket, 

is th sit of t. r·rst rk n ed in honor of dre J ckson, 

nd s l~no n s J ckson Pl ce fro 1815 to th tim th t the 

1 
ro nd s 1 id out into city lots, conforming to th o:ffici 

1 ns oft a·ty In 1753,Kerler c 
,I, I 

t th t tim overnor of th 

spot s th drill round 

B rr cl's, ( on rr cks 
ov·ncl\,d oign t d this p rticul r 

h n he c s d to b rect d, The le 

Str t). t th t tie h or ered Cond Stre t to b cloa d 

tr t of to y) do to 
from th u d 1 r n ( Ur uli 

th lo r 11 its of to • 

from Roy 1 to old L ee Str t ( 

drupl squ r 

iso ordered os it 1 tr et 

c tur tre t of tod y) to e 

s r d 638 f et on e ch of its 
clo d. h · n 

tour si 
n d thusly up until 1812 h n th str ets 

or r"' of 

18 

0 

re sold to John c no h d 11 oth r 

th rr o s prop rti s 
d 

old _t public uation, t h·ch coono h purch 
lots r 

dr n by 
ten lots n b r d fro t e to twelve on th pl 

bri 1 int r;;) d 
t d y 15th, 1819. Th e lots to ether 

ith the B rr ck b ildin s 
r sold by John o ono h to th 

fir t n1ci li y in 836. 

In th ("! qu drupl squ re thcr h d been t.re di ferent hospit ls 

r ct t iff nt d t s. Th First h rit --
b en r ct ith fund;;) 1 rt by J Louis, nch s ilor, 

ho di d in 1733 nd eft th equiv 1 nt of 20 o.oo to est blish 

Ch rit Hospit 1 in e Orl ns. ( ho ever thiS s not. 

the first hospit 1 in e Or le c} but th first on the propertj 



' . 

1 
of the Ursulines. Th second hospit 1 on these rounds w s 

erected by orders of govenor Kerlerec, en he ordered new 

B rr eks ~rected on thi in 1753. 

Th third hospital erecte·d on this sit as th S n C rlos 

Hospit 1 erect d by funds fu~ished by ndres Almonester, Y, 
. . 

Rox s. In other ords , three, bo'spit 1 h d been ereot d on the 

properti s of th ursulinea, nd s supervised nd serv1c d 
·~ 

by th • Th hospit 1 erected in 1733 r p lell with Hospit l 

Stree • 

In th1~ quaaruple square were executed five of tne.le~ders of tne 

insurrection of 1768/ 

They 1ere ex cut d in deptember 1769. The d ath oenteno s 

re d to them in th Pl ce d Armes by J Garic; they ere th n 

m rched dor:n cond Str t, under gu d, d er xecuted by a 

firin squ d in the y rd b hind the B rr cka . G nor 1 llex der 

• illy h d t ken poJ}session or the colony in th name ot his 

c thol1c aj sty on the 18th of August 176? th cer moni s took 

pl ce in the Pl c d Armes t hioh tim th tri colors ot 

Fr nc \er lo ered d the fl g of Sp in hoisted in its pl c • 

h n th B ron de c rondelet r built th fortific tion on 

1 r er sc 1 , h c used to b erected five fort..s • on t e ch 

corner of the town, nd one in the re o/ th ton 

on th sit of th Auditori and B aur g d Squ re of tod y. 

One of hes forts w s loo ted on the site th t s l t r us d 

for th erection of the United St t s int (The ed ral Jail or 
~ 

,_ tod y.) This little for , S° C los, s a so ne ot m ny 



interestin 

G ner 1 Andr 

ve t in th e rly m r1c n d ys. It 

J c son r vi ed the tr ps on their 

20 
s here th t 

y to the 

b ttlefield of Chalmett , to p rticipat i the b ttle of l 
. 

Orle ns. In f ct durin th ti e th t Jae son s in 1c\ rle ns 

he m de f qu nt· tri a to the fo t • s hi st ff s qu rtcre 

th re, he n tur lly h to p as the rket on his y to d 

fro Fort n c rlos. Here in front of ort San c rlos, J ckson 

re d th B r t ri s under co nd of Je~n nd ie r L fitte 

s •. 11 o ·he Orl ns ifles und r co <tnd or c pt in Thom e 

B 1 • This co nd ~ o compos d of o e very import nt n in all 

lks of lif • Their ust r roll cont in d the n s of nj in 

' Story, D nnis ri uir, Etienne Borce, Petr cG lva.ry, Geo. 

Pollock, Jo n cDOno h, o i s Bickel, John Lynd, Robert ont omery 

Bevet•ly Chew nd m ny others . 

D r·n th Sp nish Domin tion th m rk t wer op r t d by the 

t d offici l of t n t~x collectors offic supervi sed 

1 r nt ls id coll ctions, 1 1 Bron e c rond let ch ged the 

n t hod of op r ting the m rket s business s i ere· s·ng, he 

t hcr fore ppoint d n r s lmonester Y Roxas co iss ry of th 

rk t. He de onthly returns to the city tr surer nd lao 

d nnu 1 r o ts re din the op r tion of the m ket ; this 

thod continued 1 ht on up o tl time of the tr sfer in 1803. 

In the e rly meric n d ye t his s ch ng and th rev ue of 

th. m rket l a f rmed out to the highest bidder. The uctton s 

h ld in the yors p lor in the month of ecember, the bidder 

D id on -t lfth down t the tim of djudic tion in tldition 

to h vin security bond ~i ne by t reapona ·.ble persons. This 

s m thod s used in fr ing out 11 public ut111ti s uch ao 

th r venue of c b~rets, t verns nd grog shops, s ell s the 



revenu of fl t bo ts nd pirog es , d littl later reven on 

ste mbo ts . It included oyst r shops hich ere required by 1 

to be loc tcd on the levee only , 

LEASES 

EAT ARKET (LE HALLE DE BO CHERI ) 

1805 le o d to Thom s Soulet a 5000 .00 per yenr 

1810 n E. Peyroux II 18 ).00 I! II 

1815 " • Francois Boutin a 20 , 400 . 00 " 

18 n ichol s B rtol1 II 18, 2 .oo • 
,.. 

1825 • " en uni r 27,500 .00 n 

1830 " Jo q in Viosc 33,000 .00 

1835 " Eugen eunier 11 34 , 400 . 0 " 

21 



HOTEL DE LA ARINE ( NAVY HOT }__ 

iters or 
Historians and rit rn of the p st, nd many of the 

the present , h ve tried to est blish the loc tion of the spot, 

but, it h s been so e h·~ t difficult for them so f • J' ., 

25 

m tter of f ct, "' h lf doz n dtfferent sites h· e been pointed 

out to the str ngers 
d tourists by some of o'r so-c 1 ed uid s, 

nd from time to t ine, the v rious n sp pers c rry hiato 1c 

artic es regarding the bov mentioned arin Hot 1, ~r1tten by 

some of ell me ning , but uninform d or misinfo 
d ri ters , 

ost of th 
.hos only sources seem to 
reh shin th t i sup os d to b rese rch ork is do e. Th refor , 

y nd -veryone int r ted in 
quit surpriz to this will 

the tr1 history of the Vi ux Carre (Old French ·u tr). 

Th Hotel de J. i 1 s er ctod in 1831, on lot SU.rill 

79 feet 6 inches on th Public Ro d nd 80 ~eet on he frcn~ or 
rica.n 

other t o sid s me s d 46 fe ' ri r sid , t 
ed in v ry imper ·ant nd 

me sure . This p re l of gro d fi 
nd th 

lon dr n out l - sui , ten th yor, ' 
Orle n v Th United St t s , d t ayor 

inh bit ts of 

d inh bitants of e . rle 
s C isto 1 G. Ar s 

Ald r 

nd u 1 Simo cucullu• This lot h d be n 
s ·ll house h db- n er cte by omas Bertr nd , 

pickFt fence and 
pe 1sston from Gov rnor nt ph n iro, to use this 

ho h d s c 
ch 17 • Ber r nd h ving lost 11 hi 

lot for th t purpos i n 

property in th gre t fire th t d stroyed t o- hirdB of tbe to • 
( 
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After nis de th, . his idOW C therin Gonzal s ret ined poss ssion 
a not completed until 

-

of the property, lthou h b!r ti~le 

June 30th, 1831 when 
injunction of the Presid nt of the 

United States was m qe perpetu l oy the United St tes Supr m 

co rt. 

The three-story brick buildin erected on this site s 

completed November 15, 1831 
rrom p 1 ns that h d been prep r d 

11# facea the river nd immedia.t ly bee me 

six ye ~rs e rli r (1825) 
se f ring n, m ny of ihose 

the meeting pl ce of the m riners nd 

vessels ere ithin oi ht t l times. The m in s ourc of 

revenue of the rine Hotel ere the crews of the v r io vo gunbo ts 

of the United St tes navy , s \'ell s the me ch icn mploy d t 

the N vy Y rda, t th t time loc t d t the f oot of t ndevill 

Street. At t :1iO period in the history of n Vrle ns, you 

could find in the h rbor one hUndred s ilin veas ls to every 

ate bo t, s ste 
pror~ll d ve ssela were still nov lty. 

by le po nd bounds for 
Th business of the 

ine Hotel. gr 
stcrs 1 d 

ny of t~ most import t shippin 
se .rer l re sons. 

d one& the cro dS 
gents ere to b found. there on buoiness, 

count on finding some of the l port t ~h·p owner 
you could 

nd de 1 ero in ship c ndlery, such s Jobn oDonogh, Jud h Touro 

,,,- Stephen Henderson, .1111 m Kenner, Peter baidl , ! unsc1 hite, 

.n. ~heph rd nd any others too nmnerous to m ntion. illi m 

s the ccr dited ent of Stephen Gir rd in le orle ns 
K nn r 
up until 1826 , 1rJhen h retire fr m ctive business. 
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- The .atrl.ne Hotel ch nged h nds sever 1 times, but it al' ys 

-

seemed to prosper. In 1834 it w op r ted by lilli • Cornv 11 

ho paid license of 150.00 per ye , in ddition to ponting 

a thousand dol r bond to t the fulfillinen~ of his 

oblig tion.J In 1835 the hotel o o ~ated b ich l R. c r ckin, 

he paying 150.00 per ye r, 11 s ~osti g th au l bon<l. 

In 1837 it w s op r ted by Fr nk Proctor, he p yin3 2no.oo 

per ye r license thous nd doll r ond as required 

o 11 t vcrn d hotel ke pers in t ose d~ys . 

Th hotel c nt nued in buein ns until 1840 t ich time i c m 

ener 1 st re do ling in ahiP ch ndlery d hip sup'Pli s 

ell s st ple roceries of the period. Of course this b for 

the d~yo of c nned goods, nd inz 57 vnrietieo. Th• ed Stor , 

under .hich n e it s k.no~n t this ti , continued to o ~ood 

business, lthou b. th t osphere h d chang d consider bly. 

Not ithst ndin the ct th t the building s d ged by fir 

in 1862 hen rr ut anchored hie fleet in the h rlor nd too· 

poss saion of e Orl s, the d ge s rep ir the store 

op ned for h t tittle busine s there s in 1863, nd c ntinucd 

u der v rious man gemE!ltS until 1865 • Fro then on it s le ~ d 

to Pedro sa1· , hose le se did not expi e until 1870; it \ a then 

1 sed to . Alex n er. se in t .le sed to r. c r ao ·ho 

op r ted hole 1 d r t il ocery in on -h lt of the b ildin~ , 

formerly knO S the ed Stor 1 Up lIDtil the tit!lC the bUildi 

s de olish d to mak roo for the nc ret il vegetahle market 

th t s r c ntly dedi- ted "th p ropri te c r monies. 
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lthour,h th b ildin9 -
le sed to fifty or more 1ndiv1du~ls 

aur ·ng the 106 ye rs of its exist no , fo tt v rious types of 

buoin ~s wbic included hotelt ooffee-hous~, t vern, a .ell 

s ship chand r, ·holes le nd r~t il grocers and liquor deal r s , 

the o n rshiP o · nged only four times follo s . 

1831 c th rine Gonz les to cuc•llu nd De m s 

1840 cucullu nd D Arm s to Pierr B. J ourdan 

1869 Ros li Deslonde ( idow of Jourdan) to Dr.E. D.Louis of 
Cincinn t i , Ohio . 

1890 r .E.D.Louis to J .Caruao . 

l 37 c so to Fr nch r ket corpor tion of New Orle s. 
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